
The graduating cohort of 2019:
MASTERING THEIR DESTINY





The Master of Science degree in Family, Youth and Community Sciences is offered at The University of Florida,  
Our interdisciplinary faculty use theory and methods to enhance the lives of youth, their families, and the 
communities in which they serve.

Students in the program gain expertise in positive youth development, family dynamics, community 
development, prevention science, community-based intervention, nonprofit management, and program 
planning and evaluation.  In addition to our required courses, we offer two concentrations, one in Nonprofit 
Leadership and one in Family and Youth Development.

Whether it’s learning in class, studying together, or socializing at a tailgate or other campus event, our 
graduate students enjoy being part of a welcoming and active community at one of the top 10 public 
universities in the United States.

ABOUT THE MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE
 IN FAMILY, YOUTH AND COMMUNITY SCIENCES



Awards and Accomplishments

Marilyn Little Altrusa Scholarship, March 2018 

Publications

Adu, N., Swisher, M. E., Francois, J. R., *Poincon, L., Moore, K., 
Jones, J., & Anglade, B.  (2018, October). Rural Haitian Nonprofit 
Organizations: Civic Engagement. Poster Presentation at the 2nd 
Graduate Diversity Research Symposium. Gainesville, FL.

Refereed Conference Proceedings

Adu, N. (2017, June). Fundraising for Non-profit Organizations 
in Ghana. Presentation at the 4th International Society for Third 
Sector Research Africa Regional Conference. Accra, Ghana.

Refereed Conference Posters

Adu, N. (2017, March). Fundraising for Nonprofit Organizations in 
Ghana: A Qualitative Study. Poster 
Presentation at the 15TH Annual UF Undergraduate Research 
Symposium. Gainesville, FL. 

Adu, N. (2018, October). Rural Haitian Nonprofit Organizations: 
Civic Engagement. Poster Presentation at the 2nd Graduate 
Diversity Research Symposium. Gainesville, FL. 

Poincon, L., & Adu, N. (2018, October). Rural Haitian Nonprofit 
Organizations: Gender and Power 
Dynamics. Poster Presentation at the 2nd Graduate Diversity 
Research Symposium. Gainesville, FL.  

Adu, N. (2019, June).  Collective Action and Collaborative 
Research: Supporting Agricultural Research 
and Development. Poster Presentation at the 2019 NACTA 
Conference. Twin Falls. ID.

What did you learn while being a student in the FYCS Master’s Program?

As an FYCS master’s student, I have learnt a lot about myself. These two 
years have provided me with opportunities to sharpen my skills, reflect on 
my interests, and reignite my passion for helping others. 

What are your plans for the future?

I have been fortunate to work on an international development project 
while in my master’s program and the knowledge I have gained has prac-
tical applications in the field. I would like to continue working in interna-
tional development by contributing to sustainable practices, engaging in 
collaboration across regions, and supporting change in whatever context I 
find myself in. 

Any final words of wisdom for future master’s students

Seek out support, interact with everyone in the department, and find your 
niche. These two years will fly by so make sure you enjoy it and learn as 
much as you can. 



Nana Yaa Adowaa Adu
Nana Yaa Adowaa Adu was born and raised in 
Accra, Ghana. She co-founded her own nonprofit 
at thirteen when discovered her love for 
helping people. She graduated with a Bachelor 
of Science in Family, Youth, and Community 
Sciences in 2017, from the University of Florida. 
Nana completed an undergraduate honors 
thesis studying philanthropic practices of urban 
nonprofits in Ghana. She also just completed 
a master’s thesis exploring the perception of 
organizational support, civic engagement habits, 
and functional attributes for technology adoption 
in rural Haitian farmer associations’. She will 
graduate with a Master of Science in Family, 
Youth, and Community Sciences in May 2019. 
Nana hopes to continue working in international 
development.

Thesis title: 

Exploring rural Haitian farmer associations: 
Perceived organizational support and civic 
engagement

Chair: Dr. Mickie Swisher



What did you learn while being a student in the FYCS Master’s Program?

My educational experience has been exceptional in this program, and I 
have grown as a person and as an researcher. I have grown in my ability 
to think critically, apply research practically for prevention, but also in 
compassion for others. 

What are your plans for the future?

I am starting the PhD program in Youth Development and Family Sciences 
(YDFS) this coming fall. I am thrilled to continue with Dr. Sarah Lynne as 
my mentor.

Any final words of wisdom for future master’s students

Jump on every opportunity and be sure to take advantage of the 
willingness of the faculty to mentor. Build relationships with your cohort 
and the faculty. 

Awards and Accomplishments

Publications In Preparation

Davison E. M., Mercurio, T., Lynne, S. D., Metz, A. S., & Graber. J. 
A. (2018). Substance use bullying, and risk & protective factors 
among gender minority youth from rural middle schools.

Davison, E. M., Lynne, S. D., & Ialongo, N. (2018). Prospective 
Associations between Special Education and Juvenile Justice 
Involvement across Adolescence.

Davison, E. M., Lynne, S. D., & Ialongo, N. (2018). Applying 
Patterson’s Developmental Perspective on Antisocial Behavior 
Theory to Vulnerable Populations and Individuals with 
Disabilities.

Conference Posters

Davison E. M., Lynne, S. D., & Ialongo, N. (October, 2018). 
Prospective Associations between Special Education and 
Juvenile Justice Involvement across Adolescence. Poster 
submitted for presentation at the biennial meeting of the Society 
for Prevention Research, San Francisco, California.

Davison E. M., Lynne, S. D., & Ialongo, N. (November, 2018). 
Prospective Associations between 1st Grade Behavioral 
Predictions and Receipt of Special Education Services. Poster 
submitted for presentation at the meeting of ReslienceCon, 
Nashville, Tennessee.

Davison E. M., Mercurio, T., Lynne, S. D., Metz, A. S., & Graber. J. 
A. (August, 2018). Gender minorities and racial minorities report 
greater bullying victimization during a middle school pregnancy 
prevention program. Poster submitted for presentation at 
the biennial meeting of the Society for Research on Child 
Development, Baltimore, Maryland.

Mercurio, T., Lynne, S. D., Metz, A. S., Davison E. M., & Graber. J. 
A. (August, 2018). Substance use and risk & protective factors 
among gender minority youth from rural middle schools. Poster 
submitted for presentation at the biennial meeting of the Society 
for Research on Child Development, Baltimore, Maryland.

Mercurio, T., Davison, E. M., Lynne, S. D., Metz, A. S., & Graber, J., 
A. (November, 2018). Risk & Protective Factors Among Gender 
Minority Youth from Rural Middle Schools. Poster submitted 
for presentation at the meeting of ReslienceCon, Nashville, 
Tennessee.



Emily Davison

Emily M. Davison was born and raised in central 
Florida. Although she completed her undergraduate 
degree out of state, it was ideal to come home 
to Florida for graduate school. She is completing 
her Masters, and will start in the doctoral training 
program in Youth Development and Family Sciences 
at the University of Florida in the Fall of 2019. Emily 
is passionate about conducting research with and 
advocating for underrepresented youth. She loves 
exploring Gainesville with her husband and rescue 
dogs. 

Thesis title: 

“Prospective Associations between Childhood 
Special Education and Adoelscent Juvenile Justice 
Involvement: Gender as a Possible Moderator”

Chair: Dr. Sarah Lynne



Liliane Poinçon

Liliane Poinçon is a research assistant at 
the University of Florida. She currently is 
researching how farmer associations serve 
women in Haiti. Liliane wishes to contribute 
effectively to the struggle against the various 
challenges facing women in the world and 
particular Haitian women. In Haiti, her country 
of origin, she plans to work for the sustainable 
development of rural communities, including 
the empowerment of Haitian women in rural 
areas. She wants to work as a researcher on 
women’s issues in the context of agricultural 
development and rural communities. In the 
future, Liliane hopes to be able to train and 
defend the empowerment of Haitian women. 
She will graduate with a Master of Science in 
Family, Youth, and Community Sciences in the 
fall of 2019. 

Thesis title: 

“Rural nonprofit organizations in Haiti: Gender, 
power and perceived benefits of membership”

Chair: Dr.Mickie Swisher



What did you learn while being a student in the FYCS Master’s 
Program?

My journey in the FYCS department has been a tremendous 
learning experience and has surpassed my expectations 
before starting the program. I have learnt a lot, not only about 
academic subjects but also, about creating good relationships, 
and learning about leadership and teamwork. I have benefitted 
a lot from the relationships I have formed with faculty members 
and the graduate students. I had the opportunity to work with 
a good team in the context of my activities, I was aware of how 
the dynamic among team members matters and the benefit of 
different perspectives when it comes to figuring best practices. 
Thanks to my chair, I was able to build a definite plan of study 
that was appropriate for both my thesis and my career plan. I 
feel ready for a better future! NO Regrets!

What are your plans for the future?

In the future, I plan to work as a researcher in the fields related 
to youth and community development, with a focus on women’s 
issues. I want to advocate for Youth and women’s empowerment 
for many reasons, mainly, for their access to education and to 
support for entrepreneurship.

Any final words of wisdom for future master’s students

If you want to do something meaningful for a community you 
care about, FYCS might be the good choice for you.

Awards and Accomplishments 

Marilyn Little Scholarship, March 2019

Refereed Conference Posters

Poincon, L., Swisher, M. E., Adu, N., & Anglade, 
B.  (2018, October). Rural nonprofit organizations 
in Haiti: Gender, power and perceived benefits of 
membership – Focus on Benefits for women. Poster 
Presentation at the 2nd Graduate Diversity 
Research Symposium. Gainesville, FL.    
  
Poincon, L., Swisher, M. E., Adu, N., & Anglade, 
B.  (2019, February). Standing Apart: The Good + 
The Bad of Women-Only Farmers’ Associations 
in Haiti.  Poster Presentation at the Women 
and Gender in Development Conference 2019. 
BlacksBurg, VA.    
  
Adu, N., Swisher, M. E., Francois, J. R., Poincon, 
L., Moore, K., Jones, J., & Anglade, B.  (2018, 
October). Rural Haitian Nonprofit Organizations: 
Civic Engagement. Poster Presentation at the 
2nd Graduate Diversity Research Symposium. 
Gainesville, FL. 

Poincon, L., Swisher, M. E., Adu, N., & Anglade, 
B.  (2018, October). Rural nonprofit organizations 
in Haiti: Gender, power and perceived benefits 
of membership – Focus on Leadership for 
women. Poster Presentation at the Women Deliver 
Conference. Vancouver, Canada.    

Refereed Conference Oral Presentation

Poincon, L., Swisher, M. E., Adu, N., & Anglade, 
B.  (2019, June).  Rural Nonprofit Organizations 
in Haiti: Gender and Technology Transfer. Oral 
Presentation at the NACTA Conference 2019. Twin 
Falls, ID.



What did you learn while being a student in the FYCS 
Master’s Program?

The importance of self-determination and time management. 
Every good plan requires dedication and perseverance. 

What are your plans for the future?

I hope to work supporting causes that are meaningful to me 
within the nonprofit or government sector. 

Any final words of wisdom for future master’s students

Take it one day at a time. 

Awards and Accomplishments

1st Place at the Summit for 4-H and Families Poster Session, 
May 2018

Victim Services Intern at the State Attorney’s Office for the 
Eighth Judicial Circuit, Fall 2018 & Spring 2019  

Professional Presentations/Posters

Reyes, Noemi, LaToya J. O’Neal, John Diaz, and Jennifer Jones. 
“The Role of Faith Based Social Support on Healthy Eating and 
Physical Activity Among Minorities in the Rural South.” To be 
presented at Southern Sociological Society Annual Meeting, 
Atlanta, GA, April 13, 2019. 

Reyes, N., Dhar, B., Shelnutt, K., Diaz, J., O’Neal, L. (2018, May). 
Examining the role of UF/IFAS extension in addressing rural 
health disparities through faith-based partnerships. Poster 
session presented at the Family and Consumer Sciences 
Summit, Gainesville, FL.

Dhar, B., Reyes, N., Deary, S., Griffin, K., Lynch, W., Wiggins, 
L., O’Neal, L. (2018, May). Health promotion in rural areas: 
Examining the needs, opportunities, and strategies for UF/
IFAS extension partnerships with faith communities. session 
presented at the Family and Consumer Sciences Summit, 
Gainesville, FL.

Dhar, B., Wiggins, L., Lynch, W., Griffin K., Deary, S., Reyes, N., 
Diaz, J., Shelnutt, K., O’Neal, L. (2018, August). Advancing rural 
HEALTH through academic-community partnerships. Poster 
session presented at the Extension Professional Associations 
of Florida Conference, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL.

O’Neal, LaToya J., Biswadeep Dhar, Noemi Reyes, John 
Diaz, and Karla Shelnutt. “Building Academic-Community 
Partnerships to Reduce Rural Health Disparities.” To be 
presented at the National Health Outreach Conference, Fort 
Worth, TX, May 1, 2019.

Publications Under Review
 
O’Neal, LaToya J., Biswadeep Dhar, Noemi Reyes, John 
Diaz, and Karla Shelnutt. “Building Academic-Community 
Partnerships to Reduce Rural Health Disparities.”

Manuscripts in Preparation for Publication 

Reyes, Noemi, LaToya J. O’Neal, John Diaz, and Jennifer Jones. 
“The Role of Faith Based Social Support on Healthy Eating and 
Physical Activity among Minorities in the Rural South.” 

Witkowski, Taylor, LaToya J. O’Neal, and Noemi Reyes. 
“Reducing Rural Disparities: Evaluating a Healthy Lifestyle 
Program in Rural Communities in Florida.”



Noemi Reyes was born in Racine, Wisconsin but grew up in Tampa, 
Florida after the age of seven. During high school she was in a comedy 
troupe which raised money for nonprofits through independent shows. 
This is where her love for nonprofits first began. She also volunteered 
with Best Buddies International, an organization that changed the 
course of her life forever. It was there where she learned firsthand 
how to navigate the nonprofit world and the importance of supporting 
causes close to her heart. After graduating from Hillsborough High 
School in 2014, she moved to Gainesville to attend the University of 
Florida where she studied Family, Youth and Community Sciences. 
During her undergraduate career, she continued volunteering. Noemi 
served on the Best Buddies International Young Leader’s Council, 
volunteered as a Guardian ad Litem and interned for the Children’s 
Home Society of Florida Supervised Visitation Center. Noemi completed 
her B.S. with a minor in nonprofit leadership in May of 2017.
In August of 2017, Noemi began the master’s degree program in the 
Department of Family, Youth and Community Sciences. During her time 
in the program, Noemi served as Program Coordinator and Research 
Assistant for the Rural HEALTH program. During this time, Noemi also 
interned with Victim Services at the State Attorney’s Office for the 
Eighth Judicial Circuit.  She received her M.S. in May of 2019.

Noemi Reyes

Thesis title: 

The Role of Religiosity and Faith-Based Social Support on Physical 
Activity and Healthy Eating Among Low-Income Adults in the Rural 
South

Chair: Dr. LaToya O’Neal



What did you learn while being a student in the FYCS Master’s Program?

I had two graduate program options and I chose FYCS. So far, I do not regret my decision to come in this particular program. 
First, I know how to deal with people with big heart in my entourage. I say YES, FYCS is ranked 5 stars in great people. Second, 
I learn a lot of things in my academic program particularly how to apply social theories in our daily problems, issues, or needs. 
I do not regret to work my advisors in this program. This is a big fight between my chair and I to develop my THEORETICAL 
THINKING SKILLS and my CRITICAL THINKING. At the beginning, it was for me like the old school of thought, hard-working, 
hard-thinking, etc. But, as I see now, I am not the only one in this situation in the world, learning those skills might help me 
STAND OUT.

What are your plans for the future?

My first BIG plan is to develop my business into the field of family and youth services and to motivate my peers to do so 
wherever they find the opportunity. I believe that, youths and families – no matter where they are and who they are – can 
overcome any issues and have a healthy and productive life. 

Any final words of wisdom for future master’s students

Through FCYS, they are ‘en route’ for their instable stable positive future. INSTABLE because they will get into an ongoing 
process of growth and STABLE because they will know for sure where they head to in life. 

Awards and Accomplishments

First winner with Jose Minerve Cayo of World Bank research 
competition, November 2014

Article Title: From identifying to eliminating barriers 
to accelerated and inclusive economic growth in Haiti. 
(Unpublished).
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2014/11/11/
young-haitians-rewarded-for-their-work-on-haiti-economy

Winner of Young Innovative Entrepreneurs Competition, Haiti

Publications

Daméus, A. & Francois, J. R. (2017). Contribution of agricultural 
and non-agricultural incomes to food security of family farms in 
Haiti: Case of the municipality of Jean-Rabel. Haiti Perspectives, 
5(4), 13-24. 

Adu, N., Swisher, M. E., Francois, J. R., Poincon, L., Moore, K., 
Jones, J., & Anglade, B.  (2018, October). Rural Haitian Nonprofit 
Organizations: Civic Engagement. Poster Presentation at the 2nd 
Graduate Diversity Research Symposium. Gainesville, FL.



Thesis title: 

A Helping Hand: Family Support and Future 
Aspirations of Emerging Adults in Disadvantaged 
Communities in Haiti

Chair: Dr. Marilyn Swisher

Jean Ribert Francois

Jean-Ribert Francois is an agronomist-engineer 
who graduated from the Faculty of Agronomy and 
Veterinary Medicine of the State University of Haiti 
(FAMV/UEH) with a concentration in Economics 
and Rural Development. He worked for the Ministry 
of Commerce and Industry for four years as Senior 
Technician to promote local products. He is now 
completing his Master of Science in Family Youth 
and Community Sciences at the University of 
Florida and will graduate in December 2019.
In addition, Jean Ribert is the father of a lovely little 
girl  named Juliah and also the husband of a joyful 
and beautiful woman named Mia.



What did you learn while being a student in the FYCS Master’s Program?

I learned that it takes hard work, dedication and confidence to put on an 
original study and to see it through from beginning to end. Being an FYCS 
master’s student has also helped me fine tune exactly what my passion is. 

What are your plans for the future?

My plans for the future include first taking a long vacation! Then, I would 
like to take a couple years to work as a researcher in a public health set-
ting, specifically health disparities or women’s health. I would then like to 
get a PhD and continue working in this area. 

Any final words of wisdom for future master’s students

There are going to be times when you want to give up, but you have to 
continue pushing though because the reward of finishing is amazing. 
Getting a master’s degree isn’t easy, but you chose to be here so honor 
yourself by finishing strong. 

Awards and Accomplishments

Director of Community Service, Community Health Service Corps (student organization) January 2016- December 2016

Outstanding Professional/Academic Award (Student Involvement Awards)  April 2016

Dean’s List, Summer 2017

American Muslim Health Professionals National Public Health Conference 
(topic “Eliminating Health Disparities: A Public Health Imperative) April 2019

FL Medallion Scholars Award
 
I. Douglas Turner Grant

UF Graduate Grant



Sophia Salem
Sophia Salem was born in Orlando and raised in 
Kissimmee, Florida. She transferred from Valencia College 
to UF to start her bachelor’s degree. During her undergrad 
years, Sophia was the director of community service for 
Community Health Service Corps, a student organization 
on campus dedicated to lowering health disparities in 
the Gainesville area. Her organization also won an award 
for Outstanding Professional/Academic Organization at 
the Student Involvement Awards. In August 2017, Sophia 
graduated with her B.S. cum laude, with a minor health 
disparities and as a first generation college graduate. She 
entered the FYCS master’s program shortly after. She 
was a teaching assistant for several undergraduate online 
courses, a research assistant in a nonprofit lab and also 
worked at the O’Connell Center as a supervisor. Sophia 
plans to work in the field and later get a PhD to continue 
working to reduce the health disparities gap. In her free 
time, Sophia likes to experiment with makeup, read or 
grab a cup of coffee with friends.

Thesis title: 

“Perceptions of Muslim women about cultural competency 
during antenatal care visits”

Chair: Dr. Randy Cantrell



https://fycs.ifas.ufl.edu/graduate/


