Levels of Theory
	Level
	Focus
	Reliance on

Deduction Vs. Induction
	Role of Hypotheses or Propositions

	Metatheory
	Epistemological, theories that deal with the nature of knowledge or the nature of reality
	Depend almost entirely on deduction; degree to which they produce correct conclusions is based almost entirely on the degree to which the premises (or assumptions) of the theory are correct
	Does not produce testable hypotheses or propositions

	Grand Theory
	Theories that are concerned with the “broad sweep” of human society, with how human social structures in general behave – like feminism or Marxism
	Largely rely on deduction because the theories are so abstract and deal with such large scale phenomena that it is difficult to find any meaningful way to use them to explain or understand a specific set of observations made under a specific set of conditions
	May produce hypotheses or propositions that we can test or verify over the long run, but are not very productive of propositions that we can make about a specific set of people in a specific set of circumstances

	Mid-Range Theory
	Theories that deal with specific classes of human behavior – like risk-taking or racism. They do NOT deal with a specific topic (like drinking). There is no theory of drinking; there are several theories of risk-taking behavior or of personality disorders, all of which could be applied to understand why people binge drink.
	Rely on both deduction and induction; most of these theories grew out of multiple observations of how people behave in specific settings or conditions and the commonalities between their behaviors under different settings (generalization or induction), but they are also usually formalized at some point in terms of a logically consistent explanation or understanding of that behavior
	Rely heavily on hypotheses or propositions, which may be produce a priori through deductive reasoning or post hoc as a result of observation or inductive reasoning. Note that I include grounded theory as a subset of mid-range theory. It is how propositions or hypotheses are formulated, not the whether they are develop a priori or post hoc that is important by my scientific realist epistemology.

	Micro-theory
	These may not be “theories” in the sense that a scientific realist uses the term because they focus on understanding or explaining the processes or phenomena that occur under a specific set of conditions (in one place, with one group of people).
	Tend in fact to rely heavily on induction, although there is no inherent reason that I can see why this would have to be true. Most probably, it is because the specific conditions under which an observation is made are considered so important that generalization becomes impossible.
	Tend to be used in descriptive research, or at least research that limits itself to understanding how a specific set of conditions influences how a specific set of people interact and behave. Micro-theories focus on explaining what happened at this place, with these people, at this time – not developing or testing hypotheses or propositions.


