Reading & Understanding Research Reviews (After Locke)
1. Citation. Provide a complete reference using APA style.
2. Purpose and General Rationale. Why did the authors conduct the review of the research or body of knowledge? How do they justify the need for a review of the research? 
3. Selection of Research to Review. How were the studies selected for the review? Was it an exhaustive review (all studies) or did they use some criteria like time period, type of research design, population studied, methodology used, or some combination of these factors?
4. Quality of the Research Reviewed. How did the authors deal with the fact that not all research studies are of the same quality? Did they use some sort of process to select studies, based on their quality? If so, what criteria did they use?
5. Organization. How did the authors sort or categorize the studies that were reviewed? Examples might be by theoretical framework, by date of publication, by the nature of the results, by sample size, by type of research design.
6. Data. Do the authors cite actual data from the studies? If so, what kind of data are provided?
7. Analysis. To what degree do the authors identify each of the following: (a) problems related to the kinds of questions asked in the reviewed studies; (b) technical problems (e.g., with design, sampling, data analysis); and (c) need for further research to resolve confusion or confirm tentative results.
8. Summary. Do the authors provide a summary of what they found in the research? Is it a brief or an extensive summary? How do they summarize – for example, after each organizational section, at the end, or in the abstract?
9. Conclusions. What are the main conclusions that the authors reach as a result of the review?
10. Integration. How do the authors go about reaching general conclusions? For example, they might simply count the number of studies that support a conclusion, or they might use statistical meta-analytic techniques, or they might use qualitative criteria.
11. Application. Do the authors suggest how the overall conclusions reached as a result of the review can be applied either theoretically or in practice?
12. Evaluation. What is your evaluation of the review in terms of its importance, clarity, inclusiveness and credibility?
