Your Name 

Reading and Understanding Research Reports that Use Quantitative Data (Taken from Locke)
1. Citation. Provide a complete reference using APA style.
2. Purpose and Objectives. What were the purpose or objectives for the study?

3. Relationship to Existing Body of Knowledge. How does the research fit into the existing research literature? What do the authors say about how the knowledge created by this research will add to the existing body of knowledge?

4. Participants/Sampling. Describe who was studied (including number and characteristics) and explain how they were selected.

5. Context. Where was the study conducted? Describe characteristics of the context that could affect whether or not the results of the study can be generalized (applied) to other settings.

6. Steps in the Study. In the order performed, what were the main procedural steps in the study? 
7. Data. What constituted data (e.g., test scores, questionnaire responses, frequency counts)? How were the data collected?
8. Analysis. What kinds of data analysis were used? Be specific. What specific questions were they designed to answer? What were the steps in data analysis?
9. Results. What did the author(s) identify as the primary results (products or findings produced by the analysis of data)? Results are specific to a study.
10. Conclusions. What conclusions did the authors draw? What did the author(s) assert about how the results in item 9 responded to the purpose(s) established in item 2? Conclusions, unlike results, are statements about the general or theoretical knowledge created by a study.
11. Cautions. Do the authors raise any cautions about the study itself or about how the results can be interpreted and applied? Do you have any reservations of your own?

12. Discussion. What interesting facts or ideas did you get from the report? Highlight the major value of the report, including results, research design and methods, references, instruments, history, useful arguments, or personal inspiration.

